
 

 

 

 
March 18, 2017 

 

Miroslav Ševčik 

Dean, Faculty of Economics 

University of Economics 

nám W. Churchilla 4 

110 67 Prague 1 

Czech Republic 

 

Dear Dean Ševčik: 

 

You have asked me to evaluate the candidacy of Dr. Alexander Klein for habilitation as Docent at 

the University of Economics.  I am pleased to so and also pleased to give him my highest 

recommendation for this position. VSE and the larger Prague economics community is lucky to have 

him. 

 

By way of background I have known Alex since he arrived at CERGE-EI in 1999.  I served on, but 

was not the chair of, his dissertation committee and have kept in touch irregularly with his work 

since his defense.  We have never written together although I would be glad to do so in the future. 

 

I have always found Alex’s work to be careful and thoughtful.  The habilitation work consists of 

five chapters.  Each of which should stand (and indeed some already have stood) on their own for 

publication in solid professional Economics Journals. 

 

The first two essays “New State-level Estimates of Personal Income in the United States, 1980 – 

1910” and “Aggregate and per Capita GDP in Europe 1870-2000; Continental Regional and National 

Data with Changing Boundaries” are of a type.  Alex has taken the time and put forth the effort 

required to systematically update widely used data in light of more recent information and better 

technical tools.  This is not work that is widely appreciated in the profession, but it is essential.  I 

have seen far to many papers misconstrue important relationships because it was easier to just grab 

“whatever data was out there” then to take the e to see that it makes sense.  Alex’s work is a service 

to the profession. 

 

The third essay is more substantive and establishes to my satisfaction that the long-standing 

explanation for the location of the rust-belt industries were largely driven by local factor 

endowments.  Alex finds that density of market may be more important, a key finding for current 

renewal policies. 

 

The fourth paper becomes even more topical.  Alex finds that home bias in trade policies has 

increased substantially since the end of the Second World War, perhaps a factor underlying recent 

political trends. 

 

The final essay is perhaps the most impressive, finding the diversification of industrial activity was, 

in fact, the cause of rapid US growth in the half-century between 1880 and 1930, but that this 

technological change was driven by economic geographic factors involving transport costs rather 

than new technologies in the industries themselves. 

 



Taken together this habilitation paper shows an academic working at the frontiers of economic 

geography.  The methods used are state of the art and the sensitivity to data strengths (and 

limitations) is impressive. 

 

You asked me to explicitly express my opinion as to whether research conducted in the field of 

economic history should be an integral part of economic research and education.  I am tempted to 

fall back on Winston Churchill’s purported claim that ”those that fail to learn from history, are 

doomed to repeat it,” even if it not clear that he actually said this.  In all seriousness, I 

would make economic history (as opposed to History of Economic Thought” a major part of 

graduate study in the field.  We only come to understand economic regularities when they 

are, in fact, regularities, repeatable in varying circumstances.  Looking for common trands 

across time is as important as across nations at a single time if we hope to develop 

universally applicable theories. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at rfiler@hunter.cuny.edu. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 

 

Randall K. Filer 

Professor, Hunter College and the CUNY Graduate Center 

Visiting Professor, CERGE-EI, Prague 

President CERGE-EI Foundation 

International Faculty and Governing Committees, ISET, Tbilisi 

Central European Coordinator, Global Development Network 

Research Fellow, IZA, Bonn and CESifo, Munich 

 


